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''.-■reading resource items 

FOR \ 
■" >'•■ MINIMAL COMPETENCY. TESTING 



The Demand fo r Minimal Competency Testing. Materials • 

Mandates for minimal competency testing are stemming from.state legis- 
latures, state and local boards of education and concerned parents 
and taxpayers. Month- by-month the demand for suitable testing mate- 
rials in the basic skills area continues to grow. Some states and 
districts are looking for Instruments that can be used for grade-to- 
grade promotion while others are primarily interested In competency 
testing for high school graduation. As a result, National Assessment, 
receives requests daily for information concerning minimal competency 
programs and related test instruments. 

National Assessment has prepared the attached set of reading items in- 
resporise to-this growing interest for item resource pools that can be 
used by state and local education agencies to custom-build their own 
Instruments. This is not an all-inclusive resource pool of, minimal 
cbmpetfency reading itemsj we do hope, however,, that you will find the 
items useful as you develop your own, more complete, instrument. 



The Relationship of National Assessment to Minimal Competency. Testin g 

■'National Assessment is not designed to measure minimal competency skills. 
National Assessment's primary goal "is to measure the -changes that occur 
in educational achievement over time. Ten learning areas are period- 
ically assessed and t'he survey findings are reported to educators and 
the, general public. The items used;.^y National Assessment, are Inten- 
tionally developed to measure a broad range of educational attainments. 
Some items' a re-^<ry difficult and relatively small numbers of students 
tested are expected to respond correctly. Other items are fairly basic 
and in these cases, many Of the students are able 'to respond correctly, 
tole most of the assessment items are presented in a multiple-choice 
format, some are open-ended and require hand scoring and some items 
even call for individual administration or taping of student responses; 
Fuur'age groups^ are assessed; 9-year-olds, 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds 
and adults (26-35). Certain 1tO|ns, are administered to only one age-, 
group while others are given to''t|o or more of the age-groups so that 
data comparisons can be made* ■ , / 

With ttis background information in mfnd, it becores clearly evident 
that National Assessment was not designed specifically for minimal = ■ , 
c ompetency testing . It Is e'xtremely important to keep reminding your- 
self and others of this fact as you begin your review of the reading 
Items. ■ < ' 



in. -The Selection of the NAEP Minimal Compatency Resource Reading Set 



In response to the demand for mlniiMl compitency materials, National 
Assessniint asked eiglft state and local representatives to look at its 
releasiid item pool of 115 items to see if there might be some Items that 
could be considered appropriate for testing high school studentj^ Each^ 
reading item was reviewed in terms of its appropriateness to be used as 
a resource by states/distiMcts in developing minimal competency tests 
for high school graduation. We were not asking for a definitive state- 
ment descrlbTng minimal competencies or attempting to set standards or 
passing scores'or expecting to develop a complete reading minimal com- 
petency test. These outcomes were not considered essential to the task 
at hand. Simply stated, we were interested only 1n identifying items 
that might be appropriate for others to consider when developing their 
own instruments for testing high school students. 

The appropriateness of each item was rated by the reviewers as eit^her 
, »'YiS-|yiaybe-No." Many Hems received unanimous ratings as being appro- 
priate. Needless to say, others received unanimous ratings as being, 
inappropriate. This was e)<pected, since the NAEP items were originally 
developed to measure a broader range of knowledges, skills and abilities 
than Implied by minimal competency testing. , Also, as expected, some 
items, received both -^Yes" and ''No" ratios and several sol icited "Maybe" 
ratings. 

This overview of the review and rating process helps to point out the 
diversity that does exist In defining minimal competency testing. , To 
some, the primary "emphasis Is on academic skills while for others the 

« major emnhasis is application skills. Yet ainother dimension goes be- 
yond the 3-R's and includes basic life or survival skills in such areas 
as health, interpersonal relations, communications, the arts etc. The 
review process was most educational and enlightening. Many of you have 
undoubtedly already experienced similar situations lor if not, will most 

" likely experience them 1n the near future. 



IV. The C ontent of the NAEP Minimal Competency Resource Reading Set 

The attached set contains 33 items that' received a "Yes" rating from 
half or more of the reviewers (about 301 of the total 115 reading items 
. reviewed). The arrangement of the set of i terns type of items, NAEP 
results, etc. is described below: 

Ai Arrangement of thejtems 

The items are sequenced accordirtg to reading content areas. ' 
These content areas are quite broad in scope and it 1s like- 
ly that a particular itfim or item part could be classified ' 
under more than, one content area. You may want to consider 
this as you begin to build your testing instrument. ^ The 'num» 
ber of items for eVch content area is shown in the table on ■ 
the next page V ^ 



CONTENT area '? ''. ■ 


Number of 
, „ Items' 


Item Numbers 


A. 


Graphic Materials, 


9 


MC AOl 


thru A09 




Following Written 
Directions' ' . 


4 


MC BOl 


thru B04 ■ 


c. 


Reference Materials 


' ,7 


MC COl 


thru C07 


D. 


Gleaning Significant Facts 
From Passages 


6 


, • MC DOl 


thru D06 


E. 


Main Ideas and 
Organization 


2 


MC EOl 


■thru E02 


Fi' 


Drawing Inferences 


3 


MC FOl 


thru F03 


G. 


Critical Reading 


2 


MC GDI 


thru GOZ 
™ ; «, 



B. . Type of Item s 

Mst of the items are pr^^sented in a mul tiple-cholee format. 
The correct respon£;t 1^. indicated bj the darkened oval! Oply 
four Items are open-endt^d and require hand scoring. The correct 
response has been writtsr oi the answer lines. 

C. .National Assessment Results 

The age group(s) as£e5ricd by National A^^^essment and the percient 
of students in the nation who responded correctly is indicated 
on each Item. This Information may be of i^ersst as you review 
the appropriateness of the Items for us.) in^your minimal compe- 
' tency testing prcgram. 

There are a few multi-part items that were assessed by NAEP as 
separate items. For example, 1.tem MC-A07 on pages 8 and 9, 
has parts A, B and C, Part A appeared in the NAEP assessment 
as a separate item and was administered to T3-year-oldS| ^17- 
year olds and adults, yPart B was also/a separate item and 
was administered to 17-year-olds only. Part C was a separate 
item and was administered to 13-year-oldSs 17-year-olds and 
adultS/ Since all three items used the same stimulus materialSt 
they were combined to form Parts A, B and C, Other items^ that 
.. were combined in this set are MC-A08* B02, DOZ, DOS, E02 and F02, 
As you review these items you will notice that each part was not 
necessarily administered by NAEP to the same age groups. 



mill National Assessment results are reported on an item- 
by-item basis. Since all items are not given to thf same 
group of students I National Assessment is not abliHo report 
an overall test score, 1,e,, the percent of 17-year-olds who ; 
responded correctly to all items or the percent who responded 
correctly to* say* 601 or 901 of the items. 



Your Comments 

We would be very interested in receiving your comments on .the appropriate 
ness of the reading items for your minimal competency testing program. 
Do the open-ended items present a scoring problem? Are there important 
reading content areas not covered by the Uems? Is your program geared 
toward academic skills or application ski'lls or both? How many of the 
items will you be able to use? 

Please send your comments to: National Assessment of Educational Progres 

Department of Field Services 
1860 Lincoln Street, Suite 700 
Denver, Colorado 80295 



Which sign shows where walking is perniitted? 



PEDES 
AND 
BICYCLES 
PROHIBITED 





NO 
TRESPASS 



1 don't know. 




2 10 



MC 



A03 Which sign shows where you should ride your bicycle? 



PEDESTRIANS 
AND 
BICYCLES 
PROHIBITED 




MOTOR 
VEHICLES 



BICYCLISTS 
USE 
STREET 



A5C 

1 don't know. • 

n 



3 ll 



A04 Some road signs tell pooplc who arc driving cars what to do. 
Other signs tell people who are walking what to do. 

If you are walking, which sign tells you what to do? Fill 
in the oval beside the correct sign. 



CD 




MILES PER HOUR 
ON SCHOOL DAYS 

OR WHEN 

CHILDRQI ARE 
PRESENT 



LEFT TURN 
ALLOWED 
FROM CENTER 
LANE ONLY 



PEDESTRIANS 

USE 
CROSSWALK 



MAIN STREET 

EXIT ON 
THROUGI 
500 YARDS 
AHEAD 

KEEP RIGHT 



CZ) I don*t know, 



ERIC 



AGE 
17 



4 12 



87 
f 7 



A05 Look at the labels from two cans of dog food. One can has 
mdre protein in it than the other. FUl in the oval below the 
dog fb64l that contains more protein. 



Ash . 3% 

Crude fiber , 17% 

Crude protein 65% 

Crude fat 11% 

Moisture 4% 

Vitamin E trace 



PREMIUM DOG FOOD 
A Be ef Product 



Ash ; 2% 

Crude fiber 45% 

Crude protein 20% 

Crude fat 30% 

Moisture 3% 

Vitamin E tracer 



HEARTY DOG FOOD 
1 -A Balanced Meal 



I dofi*t know. 



AGE ' % 



9 

n 



81 



mi 



^2 3.;.:. 



A06 Look at tKe road map and read each senfence carefully. If what the 

' sentence says is true," fill in the oval beside "True." If whit the 

. . .; . " _ - " . " - ^ ^. / . . _ -f" . _ <■■■ ■ 

sentenct says is not true, fill in the ovakbeside "F/alse." If you- 
. can't decide if the sentence is true or false, fill in /the oval beside 
"1 donH know." • . 



(MC-A06 continued) ^ * ' 

^.^y car Nortjitpwn is closer to Rice Laki than to Hope, 



CD .True ■ ' 

False . 

k— ^ I don't kno¥C. - 
B. You can drive lU the way from" r|orthtown to Falls 
mm True 

C3 False ' . 

V "' ■ ■ • ■'"H 

to I don't know. % 

c! Hope is the town closest to Centervilla* 



True 



1 donH-know. 



D. Canterville is farther west than Hope. 



. c—) True . 
/ «a Ealse 

c— ) I dop't know. - 

E. Highiway 20 ^uni on the s 

=* . * ' ■ .' 

True 

.Falsa J V,. 
1 don't know. .^^ ' 



side of Rice River. 



ERIC 



;7 I 





% 




7f 


13 








/ on. Highway 




■ *7p". ■ ^ 








f 


' / 


. "7 


AGS 






as- 


i3 




17 








AOS 








^3 






* 










13 


■ 7/ 


17 

.1 





; Adz "ni^^^^ of 'fatal accidents (broken line) and the 

number of^vehicie miles (solid line) in California, arranged according . 
tb.tiie hour of the day. Look at the chart, then answer the questions 

^ that follow. - , . . • . ■ - 



%.P^ NUMBER pF ^ 
FATAL 4e||OENTS 



3D 

10 
IS 

' 10 

s 

D 



MILLION ViHICLi 
MILfS 































































SB 
















































































N 




































(!- 


























































-Of 










































L 




























tl 


1 


2 


3 . 


4 


s 




7 


8 " 


g to 


1 






2 


3 


4 ^ 




6 


7 




to 1 



70Q 

ew 

100 < 
400 
300 
300 
10Q 
0 ' 



A.M. 



Nssh 



F.M. 



Most fatal accidents occurrad between 

" 

1 a.m, and 2 a.m. . ■ / 

2 a.m. an^S-a.m. \ 
4 a,m. and,5 a.m. 

6 a.m. and 7t.m, ' ^ 

7 a.m. and 8 a.m. . ...... 



/3 

A d Hit 



7 ^ 



^3 I don't know. 



IS 



. (MC-A07 continued) 



1\ 



conclude ftom the paph? 




Many driYers who drink on me toad from 2 to^ a,m 

Drivers who drink cause many auto deaths between 2 and 3 a.m, 

Tliere is little relation between drinking atitd traffic Beaths, 

Hiere is a sharp iricrease of traffic on the roa^ just after 2 |,,in, 

\^U^^^^ may bfe related to auto deatiis, the informatioh 

^ven is inconclusive* ? ' 



I don*t know^ 



B. t: Given the teformation that California bp close at 2 a.m., what may one, 



A06 % 



C, AH but one of the foilowing factual conclusions can be reached from the 
data presented. Which statement goes beyond^ the data gfa^eri in the cliart? 



Fewer fatal accidents H6ccur duHng the day than at night. " 

Drivingit a time whe^h most people would be sleepy is dangerous. 

Eating a^goqd luhgh tends to keep drivers alert to driving hazards. 

Traffic becomes heavier at the end of the working ^day than at 
the beginning. 

Just Because there are few vehicles on the road is no Reason to 
rtlax one's safety precautions. .r 

Idon'tknow: . 



ASE 

Adult 



% 
17 

■ e . ■ 

*f3 



ERIC 



17 



AQ8r ■ U shown below and. answer the questions that follqw.. 



■■{-I 



:rJONEi p r ; CHARD 
STUDENT NAMt > 

W !tiLAR D HIGH 
:• "school NAME 



10 
GRADE 



l0090?S4t3 
STUDENT NUMBER 

RiPORT CARD 



0015 
HOME ROOM 



h 



PfRlODENplNG 



Oi 
02 
03 
04^ 

■ Oi 

Di 



eiTIZlNSHiP 
^MUEHTi 



SPAN SB/feB 
[LIFE SCI 
I INT ENS 3 4 • 

IE /CUR EVENTS 
^ 4L3 11^>^B 



DATS 



QlTlfiHlHlF 



ASM NT 



7 



/ 



^HyENfS 



lABHEB 



TO INTERPRIT MARKS / 
SEE BILQW / / 



NUiiHIl 



Gi^eo 
ai4S0> 

EQ150 
PT03Q 

sliso 

Mli50 



TEACHifl 



zucker/ 

MA'RCfljT. . / 
1. SMITH 

RAIINOVITI 
ROHRS / 

.■ ■:-^/ 
' / -/ 



/ 



UONESf RICHARD 

4 • ■ - . ■ . 
STUDENT NAME 



i00^0fB423 
ITUDENT NUMBEB 



TOTHiPA^RENTSOF 
. GPATHIiPiRlOD .r.BQ. ^ JONES'* RICHARD^ 
ePATHlSSEMlSTER / ^ ^^^/^e^lEY ST 



iANTA ROSA 



-CA. 95404 



SCHOLASTIC MArtKS 



y / eiTiZENSHIP QQMMiNTS CQPl^ 



A OUTSTANDING . 
B GOOD ' - '.. 

C SATISFACTORY 
D . MINIMUM ACHIEViMpNT 
F FAILING 
4 INCOMPLETI ^ 
NM NO MARK " 
vCR CRiDlT. . ^ . 

WP- WITHDRAW PASSING 
WF WITHDRAW FAILING 
- P PASSING c? 



'19 



0 STUDiNT DOING EXCELLENT WORK 
1^ STUDENT IS PRQGRE^ING SATISFACTORILY 

2 STUDiNT IS Improving IN THIS COURSE 

3 CTJOEffr ACHIEVING lELOW APPARENT ABILITY ^ 

4 BOOKS OR MATERIALS NOT BROUGHT TO CLASS 
ASSlGNMiNTS ARE NOT COMPLETED REGULARLY 

" 6 POOR ATTENDANCE IS AFFECTING SCHOOL WORK 
^7% STUDY HABiTi NEED IMPROVING 
6 BiHAVIORNiEDS IMPROVING ^ 

1 PLEASE CONTACT Tfi^GHER THROUGH CQUNSELQR 




What period ofvtlme do theie grades ■cover? 
The first reporting period v . J 



the second repprting/piriod 



: flThe entire semest^if 

: \^ .] ... • ' - /\ 

' y x^,' Tlie entire year/.; . 



•10 

■ 18 







13 




/7 








■ii;.'.?;;. 






(MC-Ap8 continued) 

B. . In which subject area did the student do BEST? 



\ CD_ English 

■-'■■S.-. jl'-'-: • '7' ■■ • . . 

Foreign langui^e 

ii Mathemities 

> Science . 



13 

n 



Wo 
ITS' 



I don't know* 



GV,^ This student is Improving his work In which subgectf, area? 



English 

Foreign language^ 
Mathematics . 
Science 



A 66 

n 



6 a 



I don't know. 



In which class doesfthls student appear to have a problem? 



B Algebra 

S English 

— I Physical Education 

™3 Science 



AGE % 



13 

if 



83 



1 don't know. 



n 



A09 Below is an excerpt from an automobile insurance pplicy. Look at it carefully 
.kndthenansw 



1 



Thi insuf»n€r affefdtd is only with respect te sueh ©f the feilowini cevifa.ies ts iri indrcifeU fey speeififi priifiium tr cf«r|ti, lu mi §f ttw 
liability ipifut each such covferage shall be is stated htrfim subjiet io ail the terms of thii policy hivmi fifefifici tnereto. , 



• VfA. BODILY? INJURY 
UABIUTY 



THOUSAND 
CACH 
PERSON 



$25 



rAQH' 
QCCUiRENCE 



$50 



$37.80 



i. PROPIRH 
□ABILITY 



THOUSAND 

EACH 
OCCURRENCE 



$10 



$25,00 



C. MEDICAL 
PAYMENTS 



EACH 
PERSON 



$1000 



$9,00 



^ in CQWriLHfNSIVE 
{21 FtllOML gtmn 



a ) ACTUAL CASH VALUE 
ii) . $100 



$20,50 



t COLLISION 



ACTUAL CASH VALUE 
LESS 



$100 
DEDUCTIBLE 



$A5ao 



J, UNINSURED 
MOTORISTS 



THOUSAND 
EACH 

ptmn 



mmm 

mn < 



$iO \ $20 



$6% 00, 



$143,40 



EKLC 



What is the maximum amount for which this policy covers medical bills? 



S 1,000 
CP $ 5,000 
CD 410,000 
CD $25,000 

C3 1 don't know 



12 



20 



13 



8H 

no 



(MC-A09 continued) 



What is the maximum imount this policy would pay in case you injured 



another person in an automobile accident? 



\ 



a.,S 25 
CD $ 1,900 
#5,000 

$25,ooa 



ASf % 


13 


S 


'7 


/ 1 



1 don't kno v. 



ERIC 



13 



Read thi directions from a can of insecticide spray and.^answer the 
^Uistibns which fo 11 ow them. ' , \ =\ 



; ABC Bug Spray. 

Kills— Spidirs, roaches, ants and most 
other crawling insects. - 

D1 recti onsT Spray surface over which . 

Insftts may crawl 1 doorwaysj 
window ledges s cracks, etc* 
^ - Hold can approxl matel y 1 0 

irichM Do npt 

use near uncQvered foods or 
small children* Toxic. 



Which of the following will probably NOT be killed by the spray? 



Ants : - 

Caterpillars 

Flies 

Roaches 

Spiders 



Aee % 



13 ?*f 
»7 8H 



I- don't knoW'. ' '« • 

How far from surface to be spra^'ed should ybu hold tht can? 

c AfiE % 



2 


Inches 


'6 


inches 


10 


Inches 


1 


foot 


2 


feet 




Mi • 



13 9X 
'7 11 



I don't know. 



:MC: 
B02 



Here is a recipe for making' muffins, 
questions which follow it. 



Read thi recipe arid answer the 



ENGLISH MUFFINS ^ 

1 package active dry yeast 
1 12 cup war m water . : 

^^^pg^itR, scalded 7^^^^^^^^-^- 

2 taBlespoons sugar 

2 teaspoons ialt , ' 

" ' 1/4 cup shortening 

5 3/4 to 6 Clips sifted all-purpose flour v ^ 

Soften yeast in water. Combine next 4 ingredients; cool to lukewarm. 
Stir in 2 bupi flour; beat well. Add yeast;,iQix,. Add enou^ of 
remaining flour to make a moderately sti iff dough. Turn out qn^a lightly 
floured surfaceVknead till smooth (8 to 10 minuterti Place in lightly 
greased bowl, turning doughTonce, Cover; let rise till double 
(11/4 hours). '1^ " 1 > 

Punch down; cover and let rest 10 minutes. Roll to slightly less'than 
i/2 inch thick on lightly floured surftce,. Cut with a S^nch round 
cutter, (Beroll edges.) Cover and let rise till very light (1 1/4 hours)* 
Bake on top of range on medium hot greased griddle, turn frequentlyjill 
dona, about 30 minutes. Cool thorbughly. Split with a^fork, toast on 
both sides. Serve at once, Makes 2 dozen. 



••/■ 



•V 



A. ^ After softening the yeast in the water, what 4 Ihgredienti are combined ^ 
^ next? ' ^ . ■ ' _ ^ 



Scalded milk, sugar, salt, shortening 

Yeast, \yarm water, scalded milk^ sugar 

2 cups flour, scalded milk, sugar, salt 

2 cups flour, warm wsfer, scalded milk, sugar V 

None of the above. 



AGE 
13 

n 



3g 



I don't know. 



ERIC 



15 23 



(MC-B02 conjti nued ) 

B. - How are . these English mumns c^ked? 



They are fried in butter. 
; They Are baked In the oven. 
They are baked on a griddle. 
they are deep-fried in hot fat. 



ASC 
13 
17 



>6 
74" 



I don*t know. 



C, How long does it take to bake English muffins on top of range i 



8 - 10. minutes 
Exactly 1 0 minutes 
About 30 minutes 
1 l/4houri 
More than 3 hours 



I don't know, 



ERIC 



Reid the following paragraph and do what it tells you to do. 

Draw a horiEontal lint near the bottom of the page. Draw^two circles 
approximately . oniMnch in siie above the line which just touch each 
other and the line. Draw another circle of the isame size above the 
first tvvo which just touches both. Now connect the centers of the . 
three circles with straight lines. Draw a vertical line from the top 
of the triangle in the picture to the line you drew first. 



7 35^31:3 
I 7 3 
AduH: 6 / 



WIN-EM*ALL / 
/ , A ca^d game for the whole family - any number may play.' 



Each player draws a card from the dick. The player with the highest 

card bicomes the dealer. Deal the cards, one at a tira, to all players ' 

until all of the'cards have been dealt* Each player places his cards face 
down In a stack In front of him. 

To begin the game* the player to the. left of the dealer places the top 
card from his stack face up In the ceriteV of ithe table. ^ Other players follow 
In turn. The winner of the trick is the player who has placed the highest 
card 1n the center. - If there is more than one; high card in the same tricfe 
(for examplei two kings) i then no one wins this trick. It remains in the 
center and the winner of the next round wins these cards also. Winning 
tricks are placed face down at the bottom of the winner's stack of cards. 
The winner of the trick then plays the first card for the next round face 
up in the center. c;^ 

When a player has used up all his cards he drops out of the game. 

The point of the game is for a single player to collect all of the . 
cards. The winner becomes the dealer for the next gani6t ' • 



'MC . ' ' ■ ' ■ ■ • - - - ■ . ■ 

B04 Read the questions carefully and use the rules above to find' the correct 
answers. . • , " 



A, How many people may play the game? 



A6E % 




B. Is this' a game for adults as well as for children? 



/J : 7 7 

— — — • , ■ ' : ./?, V 9.^ ' 

C. How is the first dealer chosen?; 



(MC-B04 coritlnue'd) 



.; D/^ Who plays first? 




r. "■ • . 

E. •Whit happtns to "a tr'ick 1f there is a tie. for high card? 



A6€ 



7 3 &«> 
<7 . 6S 



'3 ,60. 

'7 a? 



F,i What do you do if you havci hb more cards in your stack? 
Gl. How is. the Winnfer of the ganie determined? 



\ 

" \ 



/ 



ERIC 



19 



27 



I: 



MC 



' COl Yoiu want to call Mr, Jonas oh the telephone. You look 
Jn the talephona book fpr%is number; You would flhd 



• it bitween which names? 



Jickson and Jacobs" 
C3 Jacobs and James 
, ' CD Jamas and Johnson 
r V Mi Johnson and Judson ^ 
Judson and Justus . 



■7 



I don't know. 



ERIC 



20 



2;8 



a' 



MC' 
C02 



What is the BEST way to find oiit if there is something 
about Eskimos,in a book? 

•■f ^ Look in the indb^ 

Loote in the glossary, , 
\.CSD Look at the title pagt; 
^ CD Look through all the pages, 
^ ^^^^^^D Skim through the 'introduction,.' . 

■ i ■ ? ■ . ~ i" '-- 

i — ) I don't know. 



ERIC 



.29 



21 



A6g 
/3 



^0 



\ 



MC 



'C03. .Read the guestioii and fiU in the oyal beside the- correct answer., 



.If,,y6u had to tell your class about windipills, which of these 
would be the BEST book to use? ' . .. - 



An atlas ' 
A dictionary 
An encyclopedia ■ ■ ^ ^ / 
The Yellow Pages in the teliphont book 



i don't know. 



7 3 



^ 6 



r 



ERIC 



22 3 0 



Mc - ^ : V - \ \ ^ . ; 

C04 Riad the fable of .contents from a weekly news magaiine jnd answer the 
questions which fallow it. „ = . 



kn ^ ; 


'54 


People 


-37 


Bqoks 


82 . 


National 


•11 


Businesi 


71 


Press " 


66 


Cinerna 


. 81 


Science 


51 


Education 


38 


Sports' i 


~ 60 


Law 


• 52 


Telivision 


45 


Medicine 


59 


Theater 


^ 64 


Music . 


46 


' World 


24 



A* Under what heading would you look tojocate the reviews of a cuirent 
" movie? * ^ ^ . . ^ : ^ 



Cinema 
Business 
Theffter 
Television 



/3 ^.4 
^7 4 J 



I don't know. 



ERIC 



23; 



31 



(MC-G04 continued) i 

' /" ' '" ■ ' \ 

« B. On which page would you find science news? 



37 



51 
64 

81' 



13 
17 



#6 



I don*t knqw. 



C Wuch articli would you be MOST likely to Arid in this migazine? 

- .1 



"The life of Lou Gehrig" 1 
**How to Bfcome a Golf Expert" 1 
"A fflstoiy of Baseball in America" ^ 
"Outstanding Sports Events of the Week' 



I don't know. 



ERIC 



24 



32 



COS ' - Here is part of,^ri index page fr.bm a science |)ook. . 
, . On wliich pages wbuld^ou find information about earthworms? 



'"' water, 52, 60-65,. 140-15 2 
' ' weatfTer, 60, 70-75 

" Hi 

wtedi, 15-^20, 

whiit, 32-36 ^ 
^ mnd, 66-75 ^ 
^; wire, 20CM210, 212, 214 

wolveSi 3, 5, 10 * 
wonn*, 195-196 



5/10" 
16, 17 ' 
34.35^ 
195, 196 , 

207,208 



5y 



17 fg 



I don*t know. 



C06 Here is part of a television viewing gujide you might' find in a newspiaper. , 
Read it and than answer the questions ^ 

3:00 p,m. 



Movie - Mystery . 
"Super Sleuth" (1945) Master .aeteclive ' 
(Bob Johnston) and sidekick (Pat Morgmi) - 
are on the trail of a deadly eicaped 
convict* Sue Jones, Mort Roberts (SO minr) 



A. Which word BEST describes the kind of television show this one is? 



^"comedy 



Mystery . '7. 

yariety' - ^ ' ^ > / 

Western " ^ . 



^ . ''I don't know. . 
B, What time of day is this prograni presented? 

Afternoon 
. ^3 ^ Evening ^ ' 

^3 Midnight 
Moming 

I don't know. 
C What will Bob Johnston play in the movie? 



AfiE % 



n 87 



th^sidekiuk ; ^ AftE % 

, TTife escaped conyict . - ^, 

The master detectiye 
> None of the above 



Hire Is part of a TV guide you might find in a newspaper. After reading 
it, answerthe questions wliich f&llow 

2:00 p.m. ^ SupSr Mutt - Cartoons ; 



/ . ' ^ Baseba!l |Color| Teams to be announced. ^ 

(Run^ to 4:007followQ4 by Baseball Scoreboard J 

- ^ Top'Cat - Cartoons 

' ■ =^ ' ^ ' ■ ' <^ 

> [7] Movie - Mysteo^ 

- ' '^Master Sleuth" (1945) Master detective (Bob Johniton) 

. and sidekick (Pat Morgan) are on the trail of ieadly 
escaped convict. Sue Jones^ Mort Roberts (90 min.) 



2:30 p.m» 0 ' ChUdren-s Variety 'j Repeat 



Today the show gbes to Detroit to watch cars being 
assembled, (60 min.) 



Vjsit. the Zoo I Special 



Famous S^n Diego Zoo is toured. 

3:00 p*m. 0 Music Beat* ' 

~ Jay Nickels hosts an hour of popular music 
of lo&al groups* 




B. If you watched the entire movie, could you also see the entire 
program about the San Diego Zoo? * ^ 



Yel 

No' . 

I don't know. 



Au Which program is being run for at least a second time? _ 



Aflf 



(MC-C07 continued) , 

C- Why is thiere no new program listed on Qann^4 beginning at 

3:00 p.m.? ' * 




D: At What time are the cartoons shown? 
^',00 prrs 



\ - 

' ' ' .A ■ ■ ; ^ _ 

E. How long is the program on Channel 6 at 3:00 p.m.? 

"-^30 minutei ^ - ^ 
60 minutes 
^3 90 minutes 

120minutes . , 



, 1^ 10 

Adult 



I don't know. 



2'6 



28 



Q01 Read the passage and answer the ques^^^ that foil oWi 

. ' ^ ^ i ' ■ • ■ . 

- j- POISON IVY 

TTie interval for burning, itching, and finally water-filled blisters to 
appear varies a great deal. This, again, may depend on some differences 
in human skin; and t^e symptoms of dermatitis can develop within a few 
hours or even days later. The most important fagtor in using any remedy 
'""or treatment is TIME, ^Unleis you can wash the poisonous sap away within 
5 to 10 minutes after exposure, you are likely to. be in 'trouble. Wash 
the entire body at once vvith any bland soap and then change clotliing ' 
which must be laundered before being worn again. It iSi of course^ very 
obvious that ivashing is not always possible immediately after known con- 
tact with such initating plantsi and a tub or shower, after outdoor 
activity is generally too late to avoid dermatitis if you have been ox- 
posed to or in coptact with poison ivy. ;[Thi blister fluid associated 
with ivy poisoning does not spread the irritation; but it is the bily, poi-" 
sonous resin which is transferred to other skin areas by r 
scratching* - ' , 

There are some simple preparations for treatment of Ivy poisoning. An 
' easily prepared "remedy" can be made ^by using equaL parts of baking soda 
and comstarch with enou^ water to form a paste or a lotion. Wet packs ^ 
of boric acid are helpful in case of severely pdsoned eyelids and swollen 
eyes. Calamine lotion can be used to sooth the discomfort of itching, ' 
burning skim Preparations containing iron salts are likely to cause per- ^ 
manent tattoo affe'cts$ especially if skin in the area of application is 
broken. > * 



A. Which of the following is essential to avoid ivy derAiatitis onca 
a person is exposed to poison ivy? 

""^^ Cut down the ivy plant. 

Do not scratch the affected areas. - 
Pu* calainine lotion on the affected areas.. . .> 
<=) Put iron salt iolutibn on the exposed areas. „ 
MP Wash all exposed areas within about five minutes of exposure, 

l don*tkn6w, 

■* * 



ASE 






HI 


/3 


77 




sr 




66 



'(MC-DOl continued) " , 

B. Which of the following will soothe the itching from ivy pQisoning? 



ERIC 



Cut down the ivy plant. ^ ^3 

^3 Do not scratch the affected areas, . i7 
Put calamine lotion on the affected areas. 
Put iron salt solution on the exposed areas. . 
JVash all exposed areas within about five minutes of exposure. 



I don^t know. 



C. What shpuld you do If the ivy poisoning affects your eyelidi? 



Apply mild'soap solution. 

Apply wet. packs of boric acid solution. 

Apply, a paste of baking sod^ and cornstarch. 

I don*t know. ^ ^ . 



38 

30 



Apply calamine rbtion. . " * ^ JUI 

Apply iron salt solution. ' ■ I "7 77 , 



Adult 8^ 



- MC' 

. 002 Read the passage and answer the questions which follow. . 

A sports car difftrs from an ordinary passenger oar In that 
fts size and number of accessories are limited. The sporti car 
also differs froih the ordinary passenger car in performance. It 
can attain higher speeds because it is built smaller and lower. 
For these reasons it can also turn corners faster and more 
1 smoothly than a passenger car. Also a sports car generally geti 
better gas mileage than in ordinary passenger car^ ^ 

A. What does th6 writer tell you about sports cars? 



Colors and styles 

Places to buy them 

Number of people they hold 

Ho^ sports cars differ from passenger cars 



I don*t know. 



Which of these is the raason that a sports car can turn a corner more 
easily than passenger cars? ^ 



Compact size and disk brakes 
Coil suspension and power steering 
Small sjze and low center of gravity 
Great length and minimum of'accessori^^ 
Roadigripping lines and heavy shock abiorbers 



A6£ % 



ERIC 



I don't Jcnow, 



31 



39 



D03 titi passage and answer the questions which follow it. 



It should come as no surprise to learn that 9 
out of 1 0 Americans are in debt. In fact, 5 
out of 1 0 are heavily in debt. How heavily, 
is borne out by government statistics which 
show.that income Jias Increased 50% - while 
dc^bts have increased 1 1 0%! ! 

Putting statistics into their proper perspec- 
tiva: paying off the car, the home, the grqetiries, 
the doctors and even children's educationis 
now a way of life, for over a hundred million 
Aine;iearis* Very few of us could get by If we 
had tp pay cash when we buy* Keeping up with 
the Joneses, is made easier for us by easy pay* 
ment plans^ easy^o-acquire charge cards, easy- 
to-borrpw bank loans. 



A, According to the article, how many Americans are in debt? 

a 2 out of 3 ' ' 1^ 

^5 4 out of 5 ^ ^ 

■P 9 out of 10 

I don't know, 

(j i ^ . r 

B. Accofding to government statistics, how much has income 



5% 
10% 
50% 
75% V 
!10% 



I don't know. 32 ^ ^ 



13 76 
It 1© 
AJhH: ai 



D04 



■ Ruad thu passagu uiul coiiiplulu thu sgniunuus which tbllow it. v; ■ 



NOTlCi; : 

:rhis lilni vvill bi? rupUiml wilh uu 
cquivnlent nmount of uiu-xposucl Filmo lilm 
if lutiiul deicclivu in nuuuilauturu, lahuling, , 
or paukaging, or 11' damaged or lost by us or 
any Hubsidiary uonipany even thuuglf by 
iiggliguncu or othyr luijll. Kxcuiit for suuh 
replaueinunl, Ihis film rs sold and Will bu 
auut^ptudl'or prouussing or any other pur- . 
pose wilhoui warranty or liiibility. Sinuu 
color dyys may uhangu in time, thiH rilm 
will not be replaced fdfvor nthyrwise 
warranted ugainHt, any change of color. 



A. If the niin iH damaged by u subsidiary company by negligenae. 



the fllni will be replaced, 
the film will not be replaced. 



Arm % 

17 fffe 



CD I don't know. 



B. The nirn will not be replaced for any change in color becau^ 



color dyes never change, 
colbr dyes change in time, 
the nim'ls not color film. 



the company doe: 



do the ealoring itself.^ 



0 



Age 



11 fl 



I don*t know. 



EKLC 



41 



33 



A FOREST'S FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS 

i\ - ■■ ' '.y — ^ ■ ■ ■ ■ V ^ - ■- 

- - ■ . ' ■ ■ J ■. ■ --i . ■ ' A . ■ 

Every treCj every shrub^ and all our wildlife v 
depend on you tp help prevent forest fires; ^^ 
So please follow Smokey'a^ABG's: Always hold 
matches till cold. Be siirrfib drown all campfiresj 
stir the ashes, and drown them again. ' - ^, 
Crush all smokes dead out. ^ ! 

Pleasa! Only you "prevent forest fires : 



{MC-D05 -continued)^-^ -^^^^^^ - ^ ' ' 

■ A. . ^ The nain~e of the bear pictured' in the advertisement is 



cp Bruno. 
f~> Forest, 
f ^ Publiu .Survicu. 
•^^B Smokuy. 



13 

n 

AW Kit 94 



9f 



I don't know. 



B. The pbrpose of this advertisement is to get you to 



enjoy camping. 
,enjoy the wildlife, 
protect the foreHts, 
plant trees properly. 

1 don't know, ^ 



AGE 
13 
17 



94 



C' 'The adyertisement tells you to 



»^ stop smoking. 

> enjoy the forest. 

> drown all camp Tires.'" 

> ■ plant trees and'shrubs! 



'3 



94. 



1 don't know. 



DOB 



;RSacl the passage and answer the questions which follow it. ^^-r^ 



Helen Keller was bom in 1880 in Tuicumbia, Alabama. When she was two 
years old, she lost her sight and hearing as the result of an ilhiess. In 1886 she 
became the pupil of Anne Sullivah, who tau^t Helen to "see'* with her fingertips, 
to "hear" with' her feet and hands, and to communicate with other people. Miss 
SulUvah^ succeeded in arousing Hd^n's curiosity and interest by spelling ; the names 
of bbjeots into her hand. At the end of three ^eari Helen had mastered both the 
manual and the braille alphabet and could read and write. She began speech 
lessons In 1 890 with Sarah FuUer. JJelen entered Radcliffe College in 1 900 and 
was elected vice-president of her Treshman class. She conipleted her studies and 
was graduatecJ with honors in 1904, After^aduation, Helen began to study the 
problems of the blind. She toured the United States, Europe, and^ia, ^ving 
lectures on behif of the handicapped. She also wrote many books and artides, 
including an autobiography of her early years. 



A. When ^id Helen Keller lose her sight and hearing? 





1880 






A6C 


% 

HO 




1882' 






43 


8H 




1886 






■ v 






1890 












1900 












1 don't know. 


3 






1 . 



" B. %Miss Sullivan's method of teaching chiefly" made use of what? 



D Writing 
D Gesturas 
D Pictures x r: 
D Sound waves 
» ' ?Sehse of touch 



ASf % 



17 



as 



ERIC 



Hi 



^(MC-D06 continued) sr-^ 

■;■'■.=.■.■-..-■ . = .._:=". _ V ■. : l... ; v. , - ■ - ■ . ■ . . ' * ^ _ 

C: When did Helen Keller ^tudy the problems of the blind? 

-_.■-.=■=...■"..'..■='..• ■ ■ , ■• 

As a major^subjact in collage ' 
Before deciding to go to coUeia - 
» After she graduatedlfrom Radcliffe„.--^ 
<^ During the time she was taught by M iss Sullivan 





% 






13 


$3 


n 


83 



'1 



I don't knoW, 



According to the paiiagCs what was the ektent of Miss Keller's lecture 
■tours? ^- [ - ^ 'J ■ • 

■■ ■ ■ ' '. ■ i ■ ■' 

^ ' ^) Only in the Unitad Stafts / j 
.. f— ^ Only in two countriei 

t — i Only on two continents ; . , \ ^ 

^ ^^^^^ Only qn three continents 



13 
17 



7a. 

78 



I don't know.— — 



'A 

y . 

■ li 



^ Number the eyents^invthg order in which theyvWoUld happen 
^^fcaifeiii^ll game. v \ 



Place a 1 in the box beside the event that would happen 
first; Place a 2 in the box beside the event that would 
happen next,l^Continue to number the events In the order 
in v^hich they would happen at a baseball garoe, ■ 



The' final scorie was Yankees 5^ Red Sbx 4; . 

i\ ^ • ^ _ ' ■ _= 
The home team was taking the field^or the start 

le game; ' - 



The people in the stands stood for the seventh 
^ inning stretch, * . 

The crowd cheered as the third out in the fourth 
; inning was ma^e, ' ^ 

The Yankee outfielder slid into home plate, tying 
the ballgame in the ninth inning. 



I don'tlcriow. 



ASF % 



/3 



*f 8 
13 



ERIC 



38 



46 



E02 Read llic passaf^u and c\jn^plulLVthu.syiilynccS that follow it 



Scarlet lever buijir]^ witli fever, cltills, headache, and sore v 
vlhruat * A doctor diagnoses thu illricss as scarlet fever when a 
.^ characteristic rash erupts on lha skin. This rash a^paars on ^ 
the neck and chest in three to five days after the onset of the 
illness and spri^ads rapidhy over the body. Sometimes the skin on 
ithe palrns'^^^^^^ and sol^s of th^ feet shreds in flakas. 

Scarlet fever is usually treated with penicillin and, in severe cases, 
a convalesgent serum. The disease may be accompanied by in- , 
fections of thire^r aud throat, M kidneys, 
pneumbnia; arid inflajTimation of thV heart. 



Tha passage BEGINS by telling us 

« . : I. ■ " ■ . - . ■ I- ■ = 

:p how to take care of scarlet fever. - 

^ how to keep from getting scarlet fever. 

ID how old you have to be to gat scarlet fever. 

3 that other tfiseases may accompany scarlet fever, 

ii how yoii look and feel when you gat scarlet favar> 

3 I: don't know. . . - " 



B, Imni&diately after the passage discusHcs the use of puniclllin to 
treat scarlet fever, it tells about - ^ 



the symptoms of scarlet fever. 

the lasting consequences of the diiease. 

the hands and faet of people mt^ scarlet fever, 
the other diseases that 'accompany scarlet fever. 



I don't know.' 



-FOV J the passage and compJcte th^' sentunuu winch follows it* 



Between April and Octobur thu Persian Gull' is dotted with the small 
boats of pearl divers, .Somu seven ty-liye thousand of them are busy 
. diving down^nd bringing up pearNbeamig oy^tur^. These oysters are noi : 
4he kind we eat. The edible oyster pro|iuces pearls pf little or no Value. 
You may have heard tales of diners who discovered pearls and sold them 
for great sums of money; These stories are entertaining but not accurate/ 



Thm Persian Gulf has many 



laf^^e boats of ^pearl divers, 
_ pearl divers who eat oysters, * 
ediblg bysters that produce pearls' ^ ^ 
non-fedible oysters that^odupe pearls, 
edible oysters^that do not produce pearls. 



I don't know. 



48 



40 



■■.■■"'.Hvii 



MC . ... , . 

'F02 Read.the passage and answer the questions Vihfch follow iti 

-I ■ ' Skiing hasTrecently become one of the more popular sports in the 

United' States- Because of its popularity, thousands, of winter 
' vacationers are. f lying north r:ather ^t soutK. In many areas, 
, • reservations are required months ahead of time. - 

ITa^^: : I^^^ the accommodation shortage through an unfortunate 

: . /frv ^experience. On a^ set out from Denver 

for, the beckoning slopes of Aspen, Colorado. After passing signs 
for other sk-1 areas, I- finally reached my destination. Naturally 
' J lost no time in heading for the nearest tow. After a stimulating 

/afternoon of miscalculated stem turns I was famished. Well one 
; V thing led to another and it must have been eight o'clock before I 
_ concerned'myself with" a bed for my bruised aTid"ach1ng bonesv 

III . It took precisely one phone call to ascertain the lack of . 
. lodgings in the Aspen area, I had but one recourse, 

Tstarted the treacherous jaunt over the. pass and back towards 
Denver, Along the way, I went begging for a bed. Finally a 
Jolly tavernkeeper took pity and for only thirty cjollars^a night 
allowed me the privilege of staying in a musty, dirty, bathless 
room above his Mvern, :^ 



The author's love for skiing is suggested' in which paragraph(s)? 



^ None of the paragraphs . . ; ^ 

<^ I dbn't know, - ' : 

B, > The author U problem would have been avoided if he had 
iC3:not tired himself out skiing. 



77 



^'taken a bus instead of driving, " /3 

spooked for food as soon as h . }T\ 9/ 

I; arranged for acconmodations well ahead of his trip. . 

^ I don* t know, • - , . : 



Read the passage and unHwur the queitions whiuh rollow U , =/ 

, vOnu spring I-annur Brown hud un uniisiuilly guod ricld 01" whuat, Whehuvur 
hu saw iiny birds in this liuld, hu gui his gun iind shot as niany oT thuiii as hi* 
could. In the middlu or-lhc sumniur hu found that his whuat was being ruinud ; 
by insects. With no birds to Tued on tiigin, tha insecls had niuUipliud yery fast, 
Whal Farmer Brown chd not untlerstand was IhlK: A bird is nut siniply an = 
animal that eatsJbud thujarinur may want lor hinihullV Instead, it is one of many 
links in tlie complex surnnmdings, or environment. lin whielKwe live. 

lluw much grain a farmer can raise on an acre of ground depends on many 
factors.^ All of these factors can be divided intcj two biggrcuips. Such things 
as the richness of the soil, tlie ambunt or.rainiiill, the amount of sunlight, and 
the temperature belong together in one of these groups, 7 his group may be 
called nori'livin^ lautbrs . The second group nuiy be called living laetors. The 
living factors in any plant's environment are animals and otIier plantH. Wheal, 
fur example, may be damaged by wheat rust, a tiny plant that feeds on wheat; or 
it may be eaten by plant-eating animals such us birds or grasshoppers. /, , 

It is easy to see that the feiatlonS of plants and animals to their 
environment are vary complex, and that any change in the environment is 
likely to bring about a whole serieR of changes* \ 



What does. the passage suggest a good farmer-should uriderstand about ' 
nature? ^ 

CD Inseots are harmlul to plants, 

^3 BirdVare not harmful to plahts. \ 

CD tWheat'may be damaged by both anhnals and other plants. 

^3 The amount of wheat he can raise depends on two factors: 
birds and insects* 

fc^ A change in one factor of plants' surroundings may cause 
;* other (actors to change, ' 



Aer 

J7 



I don't know, 



{MC-F03 continued) 



B;^^^^^^^^^ W^^ the writer want to 

/understand? * ' ' 



Farmur Brown was worried about the Iieavfy rainfall. 
Nobody needs to have such destructive birds aroundr 
Farmer Brown didn't v^ant the temperature to change. 
All instgts need not only wheat rust but graisHopperi, 
All living things are dependent on other llving^things. 



.A6g 
i7 
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I don't know. 
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.4? 
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Read the passage and complete the sentence which follows it. 

:{■; "IMl b^ glad^ this, TV show Is " : , 

, • : • over. I like stories about spies, not 

h \ this one about cowboys and. Indians. * ; 

r get to pick the next sho^. " ^ 

The person who said this * \ 

likes spy stories. 

"doesn't like TV at all. ,^ a. 



I doesn't care what TV show 1s on. ^4 

i likes stories about cowboys and Indians. > ' • . 



I don't know. 




HORSESENSE 



•is 



IS 




iii 



G02 "where would you probably see this sign? 



On a Highway 
On a gymnasium floor"^ 
At a racetrack for horses 
In a grocery slore^^ 



A6E 

n 
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I don't know. 




